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flavoured. The mamei tree is the size of a moderate walnut,
with a leaf longer than wide. In the Espaftola island its
fruit is round, but in general on the mainland it is long,
more large, and better flavoured. They contain three or
four stones, the flesh is lion-coloured, the rind is thin, and
the taste somewhat sweet. The guananano1 is a small and
delicate tree; its fruit is shaped like a heart, with a thin
green rind, formed like the scales of a fish. They are white
within; but there is also another sort that is round and
yellow, which is much better than the former and contains
three small dark stones,
In none of these islands did they find any "quadrupeds,
except some small rabbits like dogs. There are some pesti-
ferous nigue> insects like fleas, which live in the dust; un-
seen they insert themselves between the nail and the flesh;
especially in the feet. It often happens that they occasion
no pain till they are as large as flat peas or lentils; then
they are picked out with a needle or a thorn, and are found
full of knits. The wound is healed with hot ashes. And
many black slaves, from going barefooted, get such numbers
in their feet, that hot irons are the only things to extirpate
them; and some people are permanently lamed by them.
It also happened to me in Peru, in the province of Porto-
Vecchio, after the very great fatigue that I had undergone
both by land and sea, to be covered with the itch, body and
legs; and in my feet I had so great a quantity of these
nigue that I was frightened. And if I had not been very
diligent in cleaning myself, and washing myself often in the
rivers, I should indeed have fared very ill, as many Span-
iards did \ who, unwilling, from idleness, to wash themselves
two or three times a day, became lame for life.3
1 Here appears to be an accidental difference of orthography from the
preceding mention of this fruit, the description of which is exactly that
of the sour-sop.   (Trans.)
2  This insect, the modern chiggre or jigger, was called attun by
the natives : it penetrates the skin of the foot and establishes itself in